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For information about LVA’s  
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(404) 377-7323 

or visit www.lvama.org 

Spring 2010 

Welcome New Staff 

Office Hours  

Monday 9am-8pm 

Tuesday 9am-8pm 

Wednesday 9am-8pm 

Thursday 9am-8pm 

Friday 9am-4pm 

Saturday/Sunday  Closed 

 

LVAôs Signature Event Builds on its Success 
  

The LVA Board of Directors and staff have been gearing up for our most important fundraising 

event of the year, Spellabration, on June 10th at the Fabulous Fox Theatre.  Last year’s   

Spellabration was the organization’s most successful to date, and the goal for 2010 is to     

surpass the 2009 achievement. WSB-TV anchor 

Justin Farmer, one of LVA’s top supporters who 

emceed last year along with Jocelyn Dorsey, will be 

joined this year by his co-anchor Jovita Moore.  
 

LVA is tremendously grateful to WSB (Channel 2); 

caterer Stone Soup Kitchen; our terrific Workplace 

Literacy partner, A&D Linens of Chamblee, which 

donated linens for the big event; and of course the 

Fabulous Fox Theatre.    
 

You can play a role in Spellabration by becoming a sponsor, making an auction donation and 

more. For information: http://www.lvama.org/html/spellabration.php 

STAFF 

Victoria Kingsland 

Executive Director 

vkingsland@lvama.org  
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron Hampton 

Operations Manager 

ahampton@lvama.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Bookman 

Development Director 

jbookman@lvama.org 
 

 

 

 

 

Mary Elizabeth Glass 

Family Literacy, ESOL Program 

Manager 

volunteerslva@lvama.org 
 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Holmes 

Basic Literacy Program Manager 

assessment@lvama.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Erika Allen 

Family Literacy, Basic Literacy, 

Student Services  

studentservices@lvama.org 
 

 

 

 

 

Aimee Castenell 

Communications, ESOL,         

EL Civics 

communications@lvama.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Kinnamon 

Workplace Literacy, ESOL, 

Volunteer Services 

workplace@lvama.org 

 

LVA wishes to extend a very special thank you to the Technical College System of Georgia, Office 

of Adult Education, as a new and important  partner. LVA is truly appreciative of TCSG for recog-

nizing the importance of the work we do on behalf of adult literacy in the Atlanta area.  TCSG is 

providing LVA with the opportunity to expand our student base while documenting their progress.  

Leatricia Williams and the entire staff at the Office of Adult Education are great leaders in        

addressing the needs of adult learners. LVA looks forward to an ongoing partnership  with TCSG.   

A Special Thank You To A Valued New Partner 

Spellabration! 

 

LVA Executive Director Victoria Kingsland is pleased to introduce two new key staffers: Aaron 

Hampton as the Operations Manager and Julie Bookman as our new Development Director. 

Aaron moved to Atlanta from the Philadelphia area and proved herself indispensable as a volun-

teer before joining the LVA staff. Julie, formerly director of the Margaret Mitchell House Literary 

Center, came on board recently to focus on outreach and fundraising.  

Also, meet our new AmeriCorps VISTA Volunteers: Erika Allen and Aimée Castenell.  Erika and 

Aimée joined Literacy Volunteers of Atlanta in February and have really hit the ground running. 

Erika coordinates our Family Literacy and Basic Literacy programs and handles student services.  

She is a recent graduate of Appalachian State University. Aimée coordinates our ESOL/EL Civics 

program and also assists with communications. She has a Masters degree from the University of 

Leeds in Activism and Social Change. 

LVA is fortunate to have these bright, new talents. When you are next in the office, please take a 

moment to say hello and welcome Aaron, Julie, Erika and Aimée. 
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Funding keeps us going.  
Please support LVA! 

 

 

I’d love the chance to introduce prospective funders to the LVA 
learning environment.  
 

I’m always available to meet with anyone interested in learning 
more about  how they can make an important contribution 
through helping improve the adult low literacy climate in metro 
Atlanta. 
 

— Julie Bookman, LVA Development Director 

404-377-READ, jbookman@lvama.org 

 

 

 

 

Angela Green and Reba Walker are a uniquely personal tutor-

student pair at LVA. For starters, they are sisters-in-law. When 

Reba within a three-week period lost both her parents (Angela’s 

in-laws),  Angela realized it was time for Reba, who had cared for 

her parents, to put herself first. Reba had graduated from high 

school, but she lacked fundamental reading and writing skills. 

She’s been a regular at several LVA classes for a year now. In-

spired by Reba’s progress and motivation, Angela stepped up to 

become a tutor so she could work with her sister-in-law. 

 

 

 

Reba’s reading and writing skills continue to improve week by 

week. She says she’s no longer scared to ask for help when  she 

needs it. Angela says she and Reba are ―blessed to have this 

program. It is rewarding for me to achieve new goals as a tutor 

and to see that the steps we were trained to do really 

work. Serving as an LVA tutor has taught me how to listen and I 

find it very rewarding and humbling to give freely of myself to 

help others.  I love everything that LVA stands for.‖   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Reidy and Shimul Islam are just one example of an LVA 

tutor-student team making superb progress. Steve, a retired pub-

lic school teacher, has been working for several months now with 

Shimul, a student from Bangladesh. Shimul’s English speaking 

and comprehension have already improved significantly.   

―Shimul is an outstanding person and a dedicated and hard-

working student,‖ says Steve. ―I really enjoy the challenge of 

making English make sense to someone who didn’t grow up 

speaking the language.  It makes me think about how we ex-

press ourselves in English and why certain patterns and rules 

exist.  It’s fun and rewarding.‖  Adds Shimul: ―Steve’s a good 

teacher.  We have conversations about everything — my family, 

his family, my  country and his country.‖  

 

Literacy Volunteers of Atlanta held an achievement ceremony 

to celebrate, honor, and recognize the success of our hard-

working students, volunteers and board members during our 

Annual Meeting on July 26, 2009.  Those recognized were:   

 

Special Recognition 
 

Suzanne Bentz, Martin Chen, Susan Langer 
 

Board Member of the Year 
 

Cathy Hilton 
 

Tutor Recognitions 
 
 

Basic Literacy Tutor of the Year 
 

 

 

Anita Wathen-Brownlee  
 

ESOL Tutor of the Year 
 

Deborah Dyste 
  

Diana Blank Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

Perry Mitchell  
 

Volunteers of the Year 
 

Brenda Banks, Michelle Kleinhans, Ed Ewing, and Joyya 
Smith 

 

Students of the Year 
 

Basic Literacy 
Karen Woods  

ESOL   
Young Ju Ahn  

Quotes from our 2009 Students of  the Year  
 
 

 

 

When I first came to LVA, I learned the importance of writing 

things down instead of losing my temper.  When I got my tutor, I 

picked up speed with my reading.  I like my homework because it 

makes me feel like I’m back in school.  I love writing poetry, es-

pecially about nature, like butterflies, trees, and even bees.  My 

tutor taught me how to write my poetry on the computer and how 

to use punctuation to make my poetry look and sound nice.  Now 

I use poetry to express my thoughts and feelings.   

ð Karen Woods, Basic Literacy 
 

 

I love my tutor!  She brings me books and we work on the vo-

cabulary and then I can email her if I have questions.  We prac-

tice conversations about everyday activities.  She encourages 

me to try to speak English more with other people, and now I am 

changing.  Now I can call people on the telephone and communi-

cate with my son’s preschool teachers.  English is life in America.  

My tutor has helped me improve my listening, writing, and speak-

ing and now I feel more confident.   

ð Young Ju Ahn, Korea, ESOL 

Basic Literacy Student/Tutor Spotlight:  
Reba Walker and Angela Green  

ESOL Student/Tutor Spotlight:  
Shimul Islam and Steve Reidy  

LVA 2009 Annual Meeting   
 Recognizes Students, Volunteers  

and Board Members  

mailto:jbookman@lvama.org
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LVA’s Workplace Literacy program has added a new class loca-

tion; we are pleased to welcome A&D Linens.  LVA conducts an 

on-site class, providing English literacy instruction to the employ-

ees. Classes are focused on safety, efficiency and enhancing 

communication between students and supervisors. 
 

LVA is also glad to continue its Workplace partnership with the 

Georgia Institute of Technology and Georgia State University . 

The Workplace program welcomes any volunteers who would 

like to help out with our classes.  If you are interested in assisting 

one of our teachers, please contact our office. 

 

The Family Literacy program at LVA recently expanded to in-

clude more comprehensive services for our students and their 

families. We combine the components of Early Childhood Educa-

tion, Adult Education, and Parent Support to ensure that the next 

generation has the tools to succeed.  The success of this pro-

gram is largely due to the work of Mary Glass, an AmeriCorps 

VISTA volunteer with LVA since February, 2009.  She has 

worked tirelessly on the Family Literacy program.   
 

Since its inception, Dana DeLassus has taken her ESOL/Family 

Literacy class  to new levels – including taking the class on field 

trips to the Cyclorama and The King Center to introduce her stu-

dents to the historic culture of Atlanta.  The Family Literacy pro-

gram could also not  succeed without the efforts of Barbara Ha-

worth, Teresa Page, Katherine Thompson, and Diane Williams, 

due to their fantastic work with preschoolers at our After-School 

program this year. 
 

We offer services through partnerships with Decatur Housing 

Authority and the Briarwood Recreation Center in Chamblee, and 

we have individual family mentors who work with a single family 

on a weekly basis. LVA is also looking ahead to  provide services 

for at-risk adolescents and teens in the future. 

 

 

Through our new partnership with the Technical College System 

of  Georgia, LVA was given the opportunity to recruit four out-

standing volunteers to become ―lead teachers.‖ Our lead teach-

ers are important to the growth and success of our programs 

based both at LVA and offsite locations. We are grateful for their 

ongoing hard work and commitment. Our new lead teachers are:  

ESOL:  

Dana DeLassus and Kim Fairman  

Basic Literacy:  

Mike Wall and Angela Green    .  

 

Our Mission and Vision:  

Literacy Volunteers of Atlanta’s (LVA) mission is to increase adult and family literacy primarily through volunteer tutoring.  Founded 
in 1986, LVA is one of approximately 1200 certified affiliates of ProLiteracy Worldwide, which is headquartered in Syracuse, New 
York.  

Our vision is to enhance the lives of individuals in their roles as family members, workers, and community members through the 
power of literacy. 
 

Programs Objective:  

The central goal of LVA is to furnish adult students who read below the fifth-grade level with the tools required to become literate. 
LVA works with adults from more than 70 different nations who have limited to no English language proficiency so that they can 
transition into the Basic Literacy program. We incorporate health literacy, financial literacy, and basic life skills to ensure that our 
learners can successfully apply for employment, get health insurance, and understand credit.     

 

On Friday, March 26, 2010 LVA had its first ESOL Teacher/Tutor 

Potluck Meeting.  The turnout was great for a Friday afternoon 

and we had a very useful meeting reviewing policies and brain-

storming. We are hoping to host more of these in the future be-

cause it’s a great way for our tutors and teachers to get support 

and bring forth ideas, questions, and concerns.   

 

Family Literacy Program Expands  

 

Workplace Literacy is Growing Steadily 

ESOL Teacher/Tutor  

Potluck a Success! 

 

Lead Teachers  



PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 
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Looking for a Class or a Tutor? 

LVA welcomes and encourages all potential students to 

know that we are here to assist them.  If you are over 18 and 

read below the fifth-grade level you need our services .  
 

Student orientation is offered from 9:30am until 11:00am 

on the first Saturday of every month  at the LVA Office.  

 

 

 

We would like to extend a very special thank you to Steve Rose , 

who volunteered his time and talent to redesigning our website.  

With a new format and easier navigation, it is more user-friendly 

than ever.  Please feel free to browse around the site:  

http://www.lvama.org and give us your feedback! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check out LVA through our new networking sites: 
 

 

 

http://www.literacyvolunteersofatlanta.blogspot.com 

Twitter, you can find our tweets @LVAMA.  Follow us! 

Facebook Fan Page for LVA– follow the link: http://bit.ly/aIZc4t   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Become a fan and send the link to your friends. 

 

 

 

Every day the LVA office gets calls from potential students or 

their friends and relatives, wanting to know what services are 

available for those adults who read below the fifth-grade level. 

LVA is the only organization in Atlanta that offers this service. 

We offer classes in Basic Literacy, English for Speakers of Other 

Languages (ESOL), Mathematics, Spelling, and an Introduction 

to Computers to support the learning process.  
 

 

 

 

 

New Volunteer Orientation takes place from 9:30am to 

11:00am on the second Saturday of every month  at the LVA 

office. Orientation is the first step for those wishing to serve as 

tutors or classroom instructors.  Please consider joining us at our 

next orientation. 

 

Strong non-profit organizations need strong boards to guide them 

and keep the organization’s mission and growth in full focus. LVA 

is honored to introduce these new board members who are al-

ready rolling up their sleeves.  
 

Here are the new additions to our outstanding board: 
 

Jeffrey Handler - Judy Griggs - Perry Mitchell  

Louisa Johnson- Deirdra Glover 

Ruth King - Vincent Tooke -  Elizabeth Halkos 

 

New Look @ LVA  

 

2010 New Board Members  

 

Volunteering at LVA! 

246 Sycamore Street, Suite 110  

Decatur, GA 30030 

http://www.lvama.org
http://www.literacyvolunteersofatlanta.blogspot.com
http://www.twitter.com/lvama
http://bit.ly/aIZc4t

