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Please check out LVA through
our new networking sites:

o

Office Hours
Monday 9am-8pm
Tuesday 9am-8pm

Wednesday 9am-8pm
Thursday 9am-8pm
Friday 9am-4pm
Saturday/Sunday Closed

For information about LVA’s
programs and services,
please contact us at
(404) 377-7323
or visit www.lvama.org

Welcome New Staff

Keith Lokey joined LVA as the new ESOL Program Coordinator. Keith graduated from Arizona
State University in 2008 with a Bachelors degree in Music Therapy. Prior to receiving his degree,
he completed an internship providing music therapy services in the Clayton County School Dis-
trict. Keith also has experience in the nonprofit realm, working at S.E.E.K. of Arizona and Eckerd
Youth Alternatives in programs serving young people. At LVA, Keith juggles many tasks, such as
Workplace Literacy, and also matching ESOL tutors with students who have come here from
more than 70 countries. “I couldn’t be more excited to work with so many diverse adults who have
the desire to seek out the services they need to improve their lives,” Keith says.

Lynn Jones recently joined the LVA staff as EL Civics/Citizenship Program Manager. Lynn gradu-
ated from Randolph-Macon Woman'’s College with a degree in Psychology and Philosophy. She
earned a master’s degree earlier this year in Industrial/Organizational Psychology from Capella
University and is working toward her PhD in the same field. (“| can’t wait to be Dr. Jones,” she
says). Lynn’s background includes various jobs in management, intelligence analysis and human
resources. She also spent four years in the U.S. Army, serving as a Common Ground Station
(CGS) Operator. While in service to the country, Lynn was stationed in Wurzburg, Germany and
spent almost 15 months in Iraq in support of Operation Iraqgi Freedom (OIF Il). Lynn’s hobbies
include “Star Trek,” reading, genealogy and photography. As for LVA: “I’'m very excited to be
here,” she says.

A Special Thank You To A Valued Partner

LVA is growing stronger each day, thanks in part to our significant partnership with the Technical
College System of Georgia (TCSG). The ongoing support and leadership from TCSG, and its Of-
fice of Adult Education, has enabled LVA to expand its student base and student services, for the
Basic Literacy and ESOL programs throughout the metro Atlanta area, and enhance methods for
tracking and documenting student progress. We extend a sincere thank you to Leatricia Williams,
Dr. Josephine Reed-Taylor, and the entire staff in the Adult Education office at TCSG for their
ongoing collaboration and for recognizing the growing demand for literacy instruction that LVA
provides to adults who read below a fifth grade level.

Spellabration 2010: A Smash Success

: Spellabration, LVA’s signature fundraiser, brought 300 adult literacy supporters to the Fabulous

: Fox Theatre’s Egyptian Ballroom on June 10, where they enjoyed fast-paced Scrabble competi-

1 tion, a challenging spelling bee, a silent auction, and more. The 2010 event proved to be the most
: successful Spellabration in LVA history, raising more than $50,000. Funds raised go directly to-
:ward LVA'’s literacy programs.

: “Spellabration 2010 was our most exciting and amaz-
1ing Spellabration ever,” said LVA Board Member 5
: Cathy Hilton, chair of Spellabration 2010. “I could not
: be prouder of the team that worked to make this pos-
1 sible.” Popular WSB-TV news anchors Justin Farmer
1 and Jovita Moore served as emcees for Spellabration
: 2010. Citizens of Georgia Power, which has domi-

1 nated the Scrabble competition in recent years, once

! , again earned the championship trophy. And UPS

I Capital, winner of the 2009 Spellabration spelling

| bee was again the spelling champion. Each year, two
: students who have demonstrated outstanding commitment to their literacy education are honored
1 at Spellabration. The hard-working LVA students recognized in June were Reba Walker (Basic

: Literacy), joined on stage by her tutor (and sister-in-law) Angela Green; and Yuvalee Somsri

: (ESOL) , joined by her LVA tutor, Kim Fairman
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Basic Literacy Student/Tutor Spotlight:

Peter Klein has served as Frank Warren’s Basic Literacy tutor for about 18 months, and the two have a good thing going. Frank, who
retired as a supervisor in the filling department at Coca-Cola, also diligently attends three classes a week at LVA. He has several liter-
acy goals, including being able “to pick up the paper and read the international news” and “put my great-grandchildren on my lap so |
can read to them and help them learn to read.”

Frank says he enjoys working with Peter every week because “I've got passion and he’s got passion.” It's true that Peter Klein is pas-
sionate about literacy: “For me, literacy is the foundation of our society,” he says. Frank is his third student at LVA, and he’s also
served the organization by helping out in Rick Alexander’s Basic Literacy class on Thursday nights at LVA.

As for Frank’s progress, Peter doesn’t think that Frank “recognizes the progress he’s made, but he’s made tremendous progress.
Frank’s gotten much more proficient at breaking down larger words into smaller words. He’s beginning to understand that compound
words are nothing but smaller words put together.”

Frank is grateful he was matched with Peter. “He’s patient and he goes at a good pace for me,” Frank says.

ESOL Student/Tutor Spotlight:

Volunteer tutor Pat Leipold has been working for more than a year with student Amina Mohamed and her three young children in
LVA'’s Family Literacy program. In her native Somalia, Amina never received any formal education. She came to this country at age
17 unable to read or write in any language.

With no literacy skills, Amina had tremendous difficulties negotiating life in the U.S. — until she learned about the opportunities avail-
able to her through LVA.

“With a little help, she can already read a good many stories,” Pat says of Amina. “She is a learner with a good, positive attitude. She
is someone who definitely wants to improve her life, so it's rewarding to me as well, to be able to help her do that.” Amina’s reading
comprehension is “quite good, and has improved significantly in the past year,” her tutor adds.

In working with Amina and her children, Pat incorporates such things as children’s stories, family magazines and recipes. Pat has
helped Amina work toward being able to help with her third-grader's homework. She has also encouraged Amina to attend “story time”
at the library with her children. Recently, it was rewarding for Pat to realize Amina could understand many of the words and sentences
on the school forms she needed to fill out for her 8-year-old. “I can’'t say enough good things about her,” Pat adds. ‘I feel lucky that |
get to know her and work with her.”

“Me, too,” says Amina. “I couldn’t ask for a better teacher. Pat’s the best.”

LVA 2010 Annual Meeting

It takes thousands to keep the LVA machine — otherwise known as The Little Engine That Could — going strong. But every summer,
at LVA’s Annual Meeting, the organization recognizes individuals who have gone above and beyond the call of duty, including
students who help set the bar for LVA’s full student body.

At LVA’s Annual Meeting on July 18, attended by the Board of Directors, staff, volunteers and students, these individuals were recog-
nized for their Outstanding Achievement:

SPECIAL RECOGITION
Bernice McGuire and Eleanor Banister
Outgoing members of the Board of Directors, for their many years of service to LVA

BOARD MEMBER OF THE YEAR
Judy Griggs

TUTOR RECOGNITIONS
Sylvia Hopkins, ESOL Tutor of the Year
Angela Green, Basic Literacy Tutor of the Year

DIANA BLANK LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Rick Alexander, longtime LVA volunteer Basic Literacy teacher

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR
Trudi Leggett, Basic Literacy
Dana Delassus, ESOL

STUDENTS OF THE YEAR
Reba Walker, Basic Literacy
Yuvalee Somsri, ESOL

STUDENTS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Nannie Sue Birk, Amina Mohamed, Victoria Anochie, Frank D. Warren
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LVA to Receive Significant USCIS Funds
GranWill Support U.S. Citizenship
Preparation Programs

The Office of Citizenship within the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) in September awarded one of
seven National Capacity Building Grants to ProLiteracy, the
nonprofit organization dedicated to improving lives and commu-
nities through adult literacy. The grant will support the design
and implementation of citizenship preparation education pro-
grams in two of ProLiteracy's member organizations: Literacy
Volunteers of Atlanta (LVA) and Nashville Adult Literacy Coun-
cil. LVA receives its accreditation from ProLiteracy and is the
only ProLiteracy affiliate in the state of Georgia.

With this funding, LVA is charged with establishing citizen-
ship preparation education programs “to help immigrants and
refugees achieve the ultimate dream, U.S. citizenship," said
David C. Harvey, president and CEO of ProLiteracy. "Nashville
and Atlanta each have seen a rise in immigration over the past
decade, and this grant will allow our programs to create sustain-
able models to serve these communities now and into the fu-
ture."

These funds will assist LVA in incorporating citizenship edu-
cation into its permanent roster of ESOL (English for Speakers
of Other Languages) programs. Programs will be tailored to low
-income legal permanent residents with low literacy skills and
limited English proficiency. More staff and volunteers are to be
trained to work in this area. A pilot program titled EL Civics is
already underway, offered 12:30-2:30 p.m. on Wednesdays in
the LVA classroom.

“To be selected as one of only two ProLiteracy affliliates for
this funding is a real honor,” says LVA Executive Director Victo-
ria Kingsland. “Of course it's a big challenge, too. We've got our
work cut out for us.”

The U.S. Census Bureau ranks Georgia fifth and Tennessee
sixth in the percentage increase of the foreign-born population.
There are almost a quarter million immigrants/refugees in Ten-
nessee, and Georgia saw a 34 percent increase in its foreign-
born population between 2000 and 2006, creating a growing
need for services in both states. LVA’s students come from all
over Georgia and the United States, and from more than 70
different nations. Now with this grant, LVA and its Nashville
counterpart will be able to support added capacity and provide
sustainable citizenship preparation services to better serve the
need in their communities.

The Office of Citizenship, within USCIS, Department of Home-
land Security, was created by the Homeland Security Act of
2002 to promote instruction and training on citizenship rights
and responsibilities and to provide federal leadership, tools, and
resources to proactively foster immigrant integration.

ProLiteracy has 1,000 member programs in all 50 states and
the District of Columbia and works with 80 nongovernmental
organizations in 50 developing countries. www.proliteracy.org.

oTasty Treatsod f
It's always inspiring when a LVA class works on a special project,
and Diane Williams’ Basic Literacy class on Tuesdays completed
a yummy project just in time for Thanksgiving. The students who
attend her class contributed a favorite family recipe, which Diane
compiled into a booklet called Tasty Treats. “It started when we
were working on articulating ideas and | asked students to pick
something they enjoy doing,” Diane explains. “That led to the sub-
ject of cooking, and one student explaining how he makes his
‘sweet, sweet potato pie.”” “The idea was not to correct, but for
people to participate in the way they want to participate.” Students
also contributed brief introductions to their recipes. Besides that
sweet, sweet pie, “Tasty Treats” includes students’ recipes for
such things as jerk chicken, red velvet cake and pumpkin pie.
Instructor Diane, who has volunteered with LVA since 2008, ob-
serves: “It's been a nice opportunity to work on a project where
each individual’s contribution is very special, and it’s led to creat-
ing something larger and more special because it will last.” To
celebrate the finished copies of the booklet, the class planned a
Thanksgiving-week potluck of dishes from their “Tasty Treats.”

For just a taste, here’s a recipe perfect for the holiday season. It
comes from the kitchen (and pen) of Basic Literacy student
Fleming Smith.

.My Good Blackeye Peas

Get a large pot.
Fill it up with water.
Put it on the Fire. Let it boil.
Wash my beans off.

Add my ham bone. Let it boil good.
Place my beans in My Pot.
Bring it to a good boil, turn down the heat.
Add some black pepper and salt.
Cover my pot with a lid.

Let it Cook!!

My good beans.

Quotes from our 2010 Students of the Year

When | started coming to LVA | could not read or write very well.
Now | can read and write better. LVA is a good place to learn. The
people at LVA treat you nice. They take time with you. My tutor
has helped me learn how to write better and how to sound out
letters to make words. LVA has changed my life. | am happier now
that | am learning to read and write. The classes | take at LVA
give me more confidence. They teach me that there is nothing to
be ashamed of. | am thankful for everyone at LVA because there
not a school in my community that will teach adults to read and
write. — Reba Walker, Basic Literacy learner

| came to the U.S. more than two years ago. | did not know English very well. | am very glad that a friend told me about LVA. In the
last year, | have enjoyed my ESOL classes with Ms. Sylvia Hopkins, and also with Ms. Kim Fairman. Kim, who is my personal tutor,
has helped me with many of my goals. Kim is very kind and patient with me and | enjoy our time together. In Thailand, | graduated

from college and worked as an accountant. My goal is to go to college in America and become an accountant here. Thank you Kim,

thank you Sylvia, and Thank you LVA for giving me this opportunity.

— Yuvalee Somsri, ESOL learner

rom
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The 7t Annual Edible Book Festival

For the second consecutive year Literacy Volunteers of Atlanta, in
partnership with The Art Institute of Atlanta—Decatur and with the
sponsorship of Georgia Power, presented the Edible Book Festi-
val on September 4 in Decatur. Yvonne Waddle took first place for
her cake which celebrated J.M. Barrie’s classic, “Peter Pan.” The
second prize was presented to Jean Reiss of Decatur and Karen
Thornton of Stone Mountain, for their very creative rendering of
“Aesop’s Fables,” including the “Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing” using
cauliflower! Other entries paid homage to books ranging from
“Harry Potter” and “The Ugly Duckling,” to Anne Morrow Lind-
bergh’s “Gifts from the Sea.”

Looking for a Class or a Tutor?

LVA welcomes and encourages all potential students to
know that we are here to assist them. If you are over 18 and
read below the fifth-grade level you need our services .

Student orientation is offered from 9:30am until 11:00am on
the first Saturday of every month at the LVA Office.

Volunteering at LVA!

Every day the LVA office gets calls from potential students or
their friends and relatives, wanting to know what services are
available for those adults who read below the fifth-grade level.
LVA is the only organization in Atlanta that offers this service.
We offer classes in Basic Literacy, English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL), Mathematics, Spelling, and an Introduction
to Computers to support the learning process.

New Volunteer Orientation takes place from 9:30am to
11:00am on the second Saturday of every month at the LVA
office. Orientation is the first step for those wishing to serve as
tutors or classroom instructors. Please consider joining us at our
next orientation.

Our Mission and Vision

Literacy Volunteers of Atlanta’s (LVA) mission is to increase
adult and family literacy primarily through volunteer tutoring.
Founded in 1986, LVA is one of approximately 1200 certified
affiliates of ProLiteracy Worldwide, which is headquartered in
Syracuse, New York.

QOur vision is to enhance the lives of individuals in their roles as
family members, workers, and community members through the
power of literacy.

LVA 1986-2011

OPENING THE WORLD OF WORDS FOR 25 YEARS

a Literacy Volunteers Of Atlanta

Without reading, where would you be?
246 Sycamore Street, Suite 110
Decatur, GA 30030
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